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Allan Brothers

·Locations

·Naches, WA

ƁFarm Locations

¶Naches, Yakima, Wapato, Grandview, 

Prosser, Mesa and Othello



Washington Apple Industry

·Industry 

Ɓ10-12 billion apples 

picked each year

ƁPercentage of apple types

·Marketing

ƁWhat is in demand?

ƁMarketing trends
Red Delicious, 36%

Golden Delicious, 10%

Fuji, 13%

Gala, 16%

Granny Smith, 14%

Braeburn, 4%

Jonagold, 1%

Cripps Pink, 2%

Cameo, 2%

Other, 2%





Apples systems

Tree spacing

Ã .91m-1.2m x 2.6m 

Ã (3-4ô x 8.5ô)

Training systems

ÃVertical wall

Â Formal

Â Random

ÃV trellis









Planting

·John Deere planting system

Ɓ.8 hectares/hr, 2 acres/hr good site

¶24800 trees a day

Ɓ.4 hectares/hr, 1 acre/hr bad site
¶12400 trees a day

Variety

Total 

hours Total cost us/au

Acres/ Hecta

res Total trees

cost per 

acre/hectare

Hours/acre

Hours/hectare

Pink Lady 281 $2,366/$2,887 18.81/7.61 29,155.5 $126/$379 15/37

Morning Mist 303.5 $2,569/$3,134 16.77/6.79 21,465.6 $153/$462 18/44.5

Jazz 09 311.5 $2,808/$3,426 13.08/5.29 16,742.4 $215/$648 24/59

Pink Lady 280 $2,608/$3,182 11/4.45 19,250 $237/$715 25/62

Honey Cr 293 $2,944/$3,592 11.32/4.58 17,546 $260/$784 26/64

Morning Mist 173 $1,488/$1815 4.68/1.89 5,990.4 $318/$960 37/91

Benton 289 $4,510/$5,502 12.5/5.06 7,000 $361/$1,087 23/57

Pacific Rose 728 $6,678/$8,147 16.96/6.86 26,288 $394/$1,188 43/106

Jazz 890.51 $7,665/$9,351 18.34/7.42 23,475.2 $418/$1,260 49/121



Planting

·Soil tests

·Sleeping eyes

ƁOrder an additional 3-5% more that what you 
need

ƁPre-sort sleeping eyes

·Bud Push

¶When 70% of the buds are pushing, start looking 
for dead ones

ƁBench grafts

¶Contact nursery for instruction



Post planting

·The plants that fall behind

ƁNeed to increase rooting area

¶Extra dirt, mulch, sand
·Areas falling behind

ƁSoil types 

¶Water 

ƁFertilizer

¶Salting levels

¶More fertilizer?

ƁWhere are my soil test results?



Training

·7.62-15.24cm (3-6ó) shoot 

Ɓfirst tie 

ƁRemove root shoots

·Tie every 10.16cm-15.24cm (4-6ó) until 

the tree gets to first wire

ƁKeep the shoot as straight as possible



Branching

·Leaf Removal

ƁAt wire to 7.62cm (3ó) above wire

ƁLots of variables 

·Promalin

ƁDo not spray the tip of the tree

ƁEach variety is different

·Bottled water



First wire to apple harvest

·Keep tree straight

ƁWindy areas

·Watch salt level in soil

·Donõt miss a branching opportunity 



Branches

·Tie braches to wire as soon as possible
¶10.16cm-15.24cm (4-6ó)

ƁExtra branches will take away from over all 

height

ƁSpray appogeewhen needed

¶Large branches are just as bad as too many



Before apple harvest 

·Make one last pass

·Remove green ties below first wire!

·Good result is a 1.83m (6õ) tree with 4 

branches


