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Honeybee survival

300,000 colonies

Spring         1,000   

Autumn          500
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Feral colonies



Managed pollination
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Two problems

Resistance

Economics
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Varroa resistance

Fluvalinate

Amitraz

Coumaphos







The New Zealand Institute for Plant & Food Research Limited

Beekeeping Economics

Economics
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Beekeeping Economics

Honey production

Economics
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Beekeeping Economics

Honey production Pollination fees

Economics
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Varroa economics

Increased costs

Treatments    $12 – 24 / pa

Labour           10-30% more

Lost colonies  5-10%/pa

$40 - 50 / hive
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Pollination

Hive rentals doubled

(kiwifruit $80-$160)
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Future

Australia will get varroa (may already be here)

It may already be resistant

spread quickly

Movement restrictions ?

Loss of feral colonies

Pollination costs will increase (double)

Shortages of hives ?

Pollination difficulties


