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Australian fruit and vegetable exports 

1998-2009
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Fruit & Vegetable Exports 1998 - 2009

Avocados

Lemons 

Cherries

Mangos

Pears 

Melon,Papayas,Fresh

Plums 

Peach & Nectarines

Apples

Mandarins

Vegetables 

Grapes

Oranges

Source: HAL



Competition  



Dollar and domestic economy



Labour/production costs



Market access



Drought: is there any future? 



2008/09: some recovery! 
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Fruit & Vegetable Exports 2005 - 2009 

Avocado

Mangoes

Apples & Pears 

Melon,Papayas,Fresh

Other Fresh Fruit

Cherries

Summerfruit 

Vegetable 

Citrus

Grapes, Fresh

Source: Horticulture 

Australia Ltd



Dollar the overriding factor in export 

performance
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Fruit and Vegetable Exports vs Exchange rate 

Fruit & Vegetable Exports

Exchange AU : USD

Source:  HAL



Regression graph shows a 64% correlation 

between exchange rate and export value

y = -0.0011x + 1.4023
R² = 0.6498
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Apples, pears and cherries over past 10 

years ïdiverging pathsé
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Changing exports of Apples , Pears and Cherries 
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Apples export trend by destination
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-MIDDLE EAST-15-         -

Vietnam                  -

United States            -

Brunei Darussalam        -

Japan                    -

-PACIFIC ISLANDS-        -

-EU 25-                  -

-SOUTH ASIA-             -

-EAST ASIA-9-            -

source; ABS data, HAL analysis

Source: HAL



Pear export trends by destination 
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Pomefruit exports: 

despondency and resignation

ñThe current export 
situation is hopeless!ò

ñPeople think a fall in our dollar will fix the export situation but 

we face much deeper, more serious problems than the 

exchange rate.ò

ñWeôre not competitive even with 

other higher cost producers in the 

international marketplace like 

New Zealand.ò



Asian market drivers: China

Å3m tonnes to 30m tonnes in 30 years

ÅConsistent quality improvements  

ÅWorldôs largest exporter- 800,000 tonnes

ÅChanged face of South East Asian markets

ÅThailand - now 70pc+ of US$76m apple 
market (US only 15 per cent) 

ÅIndonesia - imported 145,301 tonnes of 
apples in 2007 with 75pc+ from China 



Asian market drivers: 

SH & USA competition
ÅChile - dominant in Taiwan, strong in 

HK/China, gains in India

ÅNZ - stepped up presence in Asia and 
offering premium varieties 

ÅSouth Africa - major supplier to South East 
Asia with smaller sizes 

ÅBrazil - now emerging with smaller fruit 

ÅStored Washington fruit a major factor 



ButéChina has its challenges

with dependence on Fuji
ÅFujiïsome 80-90 per 

cent of exports

ÅTrying to diversify, but.. 

difficulties with climate, 
logistics etc.

ÅLot of plantings still to 
enter production, but..

issues with water and 
sustainability for future 
expansion 



China has its challengesé

feeding its own consumers
ÅDomestic market more 

attractive

Å200m more consumers 

over next 10 years 

ÅExport less attractive or 

economically viable

ÅWill China be importing 

more apples in future? 



China has its challenges: 

cannabilising own markets

ÅEnormous variation in standards  

bugbear for international buyers

ÅLow prices been the key to Chinaôs 

incursion into export markets

ÅCreated perception that Chinese fruit is 

cheap by definition

ÅHigh-quality suppliers frustrated


